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made at the mouth of the Amazon, but each was crushed by
the Portuguese.
The first permanent American colony founded by England
was in Virginia, and its early history shows on every side marks
of its origin in trade. In 1606 two Virginia companies were
incorporated, one for London and one for Plymouth, and they
were authorized to form settlements in that part of North
America lying between latitudes 34° and 45°*
The initial expedition sent out by the Plymouth company
formed a settlement in south Maine. These colonists were very
unprosperous and soon abandoned the undertaking. After their
experience no Englishmen except fishermen were to be found
on the coast of Maine for many a long day.
The expedition from London was more fortunate, although
it, too, had its trials and tribulations. It sailed into Chesapeake
Bay, entered the James River, and disembarked on the site of
the future Jamestown, The colonists were soon in trouble, and
by the time the first supplies reached them from England their
numbers were reduced from 143 to 38. Thus one establish-
ment was already abandoned and another in grave danger of a
like fate.
Moreover an expedition under Sir George Somers, sent out
in 1609, was wrecked on some islands nearly six hundred miles
from the American coast. As it happened, this disaster was a
blessing in disguise, for the salubrious climate and rich supplies
of ambergris induced the company to secure a royal grant of
the Somers Islands, or the Bermudas. A subsidiary group was
immediately formed, and within a few years had planted six
hundred people. Fortunate in avoiding the fate of the older
organization, the Bermuda Company was not dissolved in 1624
but survived another sixty years.
Meanwhile the Virginia Company had been given a new
charter (1609), creating a joint-stock company, with Sir Thomas
Smith as its treasurer. A great effort was made to enlist the
help of all classes by such methods of propaganda as were then
available—sermons, pamphlets, and ballads—but with rather
unsatisfactory results. A third charter, in 1612, gave the com-
pany better chances of succeeding, for its territory was extended
and its authority increased. It was now able to make regula-
tions likely to promote a permanent settlement. In particular

